The Parish of the Holy Cross

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +
www.pothc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIZ

Forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.

Matthew 18:35

Come and pray with us!

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 17, 2017

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM
Mondayd Thursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday
Saturday: 5:00 P.M. of each month at 1 P.M. Please contact the Parish
Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M. Office for more information.
WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS
Saturday: 3:45 P.M. 4:30 P.M. Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six

or call Father Michael for an appointment. months in advance of the proposed wedding date.



We are here for you!

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)

PASTORAL TEAM

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann
Pastor

Ms. Ellen Fox
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch
Ms. Patricia Gyscek
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach

Mrs. Judith Pickel
Pastoral Associate

Deacon Ralph Rivera
Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea
Business Manager

Mr. Brian Reich
Director of Music Ministry

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro
Coordinator of Youth Ministries

PASTORAL STAFF

Mrs. Jane Wirth
Parish Secretary

Mr. Gerald Farrell
Custodian

Dr. Vincent Mazurek
Music Minister

Mr. James Reiss

Mrs. Mary Pannone

Religious Education Secretaries
(hcreled@optonline.net)

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra
Weekend Sacristan

Cel ebrants for Ne xt

September 23rd/24th

I I 5:00 PM Fr. Michael
m’ 8:00 AM  Fr. Michael

9:30 AM  Fr. Frank Eisele
, ‘ 11:30 AM Fr. Frank

TheBread and Wine
for the week September 17#tA3rd
have been donated
in loving memory oPatricia Clarke
by Carole Tavis.

Vigeesks ¢rtenmtisnsMSchedule |

Week of September 17th, 9AM Mass
Mon.  Angelina & Francisco Saavedra
Tue. James Corbet

Wed. John A. Ruecker

Thu. Gentile Family

New Iiife
in Christ

Saturday, September 23rd, 5 PM Mass
Isabella Smith, Daniel Fernandez, Theresa Stabile,
George Magda, Helen Tafuri

Sunday, September 24th, 25th Sun. in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM  William Lorber
9:30 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM Carmelita Fennessey, Mary Modafferi,

Warren Hastings, Charlie Percoco, Henry
Chupka

Banns of Marriage - First Time

» Stefanie Tartaro & William Carey

Catherine Bianco & Jonathan Benish

Scripture Readings for September 24th, 2017

Efg + lIsaiah 55:69

aaa + Philippians 1:2024, 27
7»., + Matthew 20:116




Come Holy Spirit

by Father Michael

Thursday is a busy and exciting day here at Holy Cross. One hundred sixty-six of
our young people will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. There are three
different celebrations to accommodate everyone. Bishop Robert Brennan will be
here for the festivities. It is an important day in the lives of those receiving, but it is
also an important day for the parish. We are grateful for all the many people who
are part of the journey leading our candidates to the sacrament. Certainly, their
parents and families are part of the experience. We are most grateful for the
guidance of dedicated catechists and our Religious Education Office in preparing
them for this happy day. There are also many parishioners who assist with the
liturgies themselves. Thank you one and all.

Continue to pray for all those dealing with the recent storms. On so many levels,
there are people who are struggling through difficult situations. For some folks,
they lost their homes and everything they own. For others, it will be a prolonged
time of waiting in the heat for the return of electricity, air conditioning, and fuel for
their cars.

| have been blessed to be able to have visited some of the Caribbean Islands that
were hit. Itis so hard to see places that were picture perfect, tropical settings now
completely destroyed. It certainly goes beyond the loss of a pretty vacation
destination; sadly for so many residents in these remote locations, they lost
everything they have. While we may have our own difficulties here at home, let us
not forget those who will be dealing with this for a long time to come.

On Tuesday representatives from eight different paving companies were here at
Holy Cross. There was a representative from the Diocesan Facilities Office who
oversaw that gathering. It was an opportunity for the contractors to see the scope
of our project as well as to ask questions. Their bids are due this Tuesday. Very
shortly, we should be able to announce a company and start date for our parking
lot project. Another piece of this project that will need to be addressed is the
finances. We have some money in the Repairs and Major Renovations fund but
not enough to complete the project. More information regarding this will be
forthcoming.

By the time you read this our parish clean-up day will be complete. | am confident
you will notice at least a few corners of our property look a bit more tidy. Thank
you to all those who came out and were part of the day. As you know, every once
in a while you need to make extended efforts to clean and maintain property, or
before long it takes on a life unto itself.




PARISH NEWS
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% Remembering our Sick %

. Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You.
Please pray for the sick of our parish, their families and caregivers:

H o
o2 Michael Storms i
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Parish Outreach At Home with the Word
AT HOME
%
Flu Shots will be available at Holy Cross If you would like to purchase g 55
on Sunday, October 1st, 2018At Home with the Word
from 12:30 to 2PM. book, please sign the sheet o
Please see upcoming bulletins the table outside the parish
for more information! office.
Holy Cross Seniors Pray the Rosary

Our Holy Cross Senior Group is always looking for new members
to join them for an afternoon of fun and socializing. You are
invited to stop in on the first and ~

third Wednesday of the month and
meet some new friends. The meeting %
is held in the Atrium of the Church
from 11am to 2:30pm. We hope to
see you there!

Join us as we pray theg
Rosary in the Chapel
after the 9:30 Mass on
the last Sunday of each
month! The next date i5
September 24th

ﬁm Fop Qenloﬁg |

Youth Group

Are you in high school? Will you be making your Confirmation this month? Then come on down
with a friend and check out the wonderful opportunities the Youth Group has for you! We would
love to see you! The Holy Cross Youth Group is the perfect opportunity for you to continue to grow
in your faith and build relationships with others in the parish. Join us on: 20

September 16 -17: Youth Group Plant Sale! See flyer on page 8!

September 24: Youth Group Kick Off Event 6:00 -8:00 PM in the Atrium!

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are thinking about joining us and you would like
more information, then please contact Sal Finocchiaro, Coordinator of Youth Ministries, at
hcyouthgroupl5@agmail.com or call the parish office. Thank you!
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Thank You Vishes, Ellen!

Dear Friends,

I've struggled for weeks trying to put into words how | can adequately express my gratitude to all at Holy Cross
what you all have been to me and for me these past seven psarsu know, at the end of this month | leave my
position in Religious Education and move on to St. Raphael in East Meadow.

My thanks begin with the families of the students enrolled in our Religious Education progmank you all for

sacramentsNever forget that you as their parents are the first teachers of theAaithto all the students over the
past seven years that have been enrolled in our program, remember that your formal Religious Edischdonat
Holy Cross. Remember that you are children created by God, in God's image and likeness.

The catechists who teach our children are remarkable pebipg. step up!They open their homes and their hearts
children and teach them the ways of the fafimd, they do it voluntarily and they do it lovinglyi.hank you all for all
that you do!

So many other ministries at Holy Cross have helped Religious Education over thesé¢ tyeanis the Knights of
Columbus whalways answered my call and delivered cases and cases of water when needed for our grtignakn
the hospitality committee who worked with many of our clagsesakeHospitality Sundays a succedghank the
Liturgy Committee who always madere our worship area and altar looked beautiful for our First Communions 3
Confirmations.| thank the altar servers who volunteered at the many prayer services and Masses|tiealt
ReligiousEducation.

Vacation Bible School was new to me when | first came to Holy Cross in 2@Hbnitit was somewhat daunting to
have for an entire weekyer 200 children ranging in age from 4 through 17 constantly moving from one event to
next. But thanks to an incredible, gifted, dedicated group of adults, VBS thrives at Holy Cva#isniss it terribly.

Pastoral Team.l can assure all of you there is no finer group of people working together in ministry for the bettg
of the parish. The Pastoral Team along with our support group are remangabj#e who truly live the spirit of
welcome and hospitality that is Holy CrosBhe guidance and continuous support they have given me personally

ministry and friendship.

I thank Msgr. Jim McNamara who invited me to join the Pastoral Team. | will be forever grateful to him for his
confidence in me and the support he gave as | began in Religious Education.

| save my last note of thanks for Father Micha&hat a thrill it has been for me to work closely with the pastor
developing the current Religious Education Progréam confident his support in all things involving Religious
Education, especially for our children and families, will continimeaddition, | am so grateful teather Michael for
giving me many opportunities to share and expand my own spirituality and formation with the parish atiengje.
you, Father Michael, for always being available to me and for your many kindnesses and friendship.

For the past week, | have been going through shelves and drawers in mylaffideund so many thingsat | should
me by friends, catechists and our Religious Education famitieetos of First Communicants, photos from

Confirmations, notes expressing thanks, birthday cards and Christmas cards, gifts of angels and candles (the
chocolate were eaten). All these things that were gifts from your heart along with many, many happy memorig
learned experiences | take with nfeor all of you at Holy Crossl|, leave a piece of my heart.

May God continue to bless you and Holy Cross.

Ellen Fox

have tossed years ago, things liké message pads and calendakge also found some beautiful mementos given {o

and

allowing me to walk with you and assist you in teaching your children our Catholic faith and help in preparing them for
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What many parishioners do not see is the behind the scenes planning and processing for the parish needs dome by th

b1 life

and to

the program have been invaluablewill miss our meetings and our shared prayer. Thank you, Team, for your gift of

ifts of
s and
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Color Your with G o dLo\s!

To all ladies!
Parish of the Holy Cross
Womenods Enri c hme

Invites you to a wonderful retreat day
on Saturday, October 21%, 2017
o w 10:00@am 1 3:15pm

Note time chang

Come join us for a refreshing,
spirit filled day!
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

This weekend at the offertory, we will also be collecting forRepairs and Major Renovations
fund. Next weekend we will be collecting for t6e Pius X Enriched Living Facility. Thank you
for your support of these collections!

Remembering and Caring for our Senior Priests

Do you ever think about a favorite Pastor or Parish Priest and wonder
how they are and where they may be living?

Well, for our Senior Priests who are living at St. Pius X Enriched Living Facility
in Amityville, life is good and sometimes very busy.

0St. Pius X is an ins
place. | am happy to be here. The care
and company are excellent and | am with
priests who have done wonderful things
their whole Iives. 0

- Rev. Edward Kealey

0Coming here was a
surprise!!! The service is wonderful
but the human touch is outstanding.
It is amazing how attentive the staff
i s. O
- Rev. Peter Liu

Even in retirement our senior priests retain roles as our shepherds, and St.

Pius X enables these dedicated men who live there to be fully engaged members

of the comSBtllonidity,0 tbey serve as our tea
spiritual leaders.

The special collection for ret ired priests living at St. Pius X
Enriched Living Facility will take place next weekend. Thank
you for your generosity !

www.drvc.org/stpiusx
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YOUTH GROUP

Az Alz
/N /N
Alz Alz
/N /N
Alz Az
/\ /\

Nz Whaf? The Youth Group will be selling Mums, Muw \lz

: :: baskets, Mum planters, Montauvk daisies, Urh[amenfa[ :::
< cabbage, Redbor kale and our famous, Fall gardens! <
Alz Alz
::: Whﬁ“? This weekend! September 16 - 17th! : ::
Ay After all of the weekend masses <
Alg Alz
7N Whﬁrﬁ? The Atrivm! 7N
Alz Az
7N 7N

%:é WhY? Come buy a beautiful plant to kick off the %:é
s colorful Fall season. Come and support the Holy Cross Ay

7N Youth Group in all upcoming events and our Fall 7
\I/ Retreat. :-) \I/
7N 7N
Alz Alz
7N Together Leading our Youth closer to Christ! 7™
Alz Alz
7N - 7N
Az Alz
7N 7N
Alz Alz
7N 7N
Alz Alz
7N 7N
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CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL

2017 Catholic Ministries Appeal

One Faith¢ One Familyg One Community

AONLY BY L OVVINGRTHERE RCAN PEOPLE COMETOKNOW GOD. o
-Pope Francis

Your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal helps our Parish Outreach and Cat
Charities Programs serve people in our community by providing food, clothing, shé
counseling and care. And most importanttyets thosewe serve know that God loves

them and is with thenduring the difficulttimesin their lives

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT TO THE 201 7Catholic Ministries Appeal! Every Gift Makes a Difference
in the Lives of Others.
Pledge $

Parish:  Parish of the Holy Cro8s176
Name: Down Payment $
Address;
City, State, Zip: Balance $
Phone;

EMAIL:

Catholic Ministries Appeal, Diocese of Rockville Centre, P.O. Box 4000, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 catholicministriesappeal.org

THANK YOUI!
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CASH CALENDAR

PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS
CASH CALENDAR

- September 2017

. - $50 $50
3 4 5 6 7 § 5
$50 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50
10 11 12 13 14 i5 16
50 $50 $50 $50 $500 $50 $50
7 |18 19 20 21 22 23
$50 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
80 850 $50 $50 $50 $50 $50

$10 PER CHANCE™ 30 Chances to Win ™ S50 Each Day ™~ $500 on September 14
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MEETINGS THIS WEE

Saturday, September 16th 9:00AM-2:00 PM
9 CLEAN-UP DAY Outside/Inside Areas
fWOMENGS ENRI CHME MAM Fr. Joe Room

1 YOUTH GROUP PLANT SALE 5PM Atrium
Sunday, September 17th All Masses

1 YOUTH GROUP PLANT SALE Atrium
Monday, September 18th 7:00- 8:30 PM
1 CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL Worship Area
Tuesday,September 19th 10:00 AM

9 IN STITCHES GROUP Fr. Joe Room
9l CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 7 -8:30PM Worship Area

Wednesday,September 20th
1 SENIORS
1 BAPTISM PREP

11AM - 2:30 PM
Atrium
7:30PM Fr. Joe Room

Thursday, September 21st
1 CONFIRMATIONS

10AM, 1PM & 4PM
Worship Area

Sunday, September 24th After 9:30 Mass

9 PRAY THE ROSARY Chapel
9 BAPTISMS 1PM Worship Area
9 YOUTH NIGHT 6-8PM  Atrium

COMMUNITY NEW

Please note time correction!

St. James RC Church
429 Route 25A
East Setauket, NY

We are all aware of the epidemic proportion ¢f
drug addiction within our communities and its
deadly effect. St. James RC Church has invited
Mr. Michael DeLeon to speak on Thursday,
October 26th, a8pm and again at 7pmin their
Parish Center to address this problem.

Please mark your calendars for this important
date! A free will offering will be accepted
(suggested amount $5) to help defray the cost
of the presentationPlease do not let the free
will offering stop you from comingloin us!
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RELIGIOUS FREEDO

To Empower
Our
Children . .

www.cffor.org

.. .help them learn theyare
& C NXB S ¢ Siuflents® Faith€

The misperceptiorthat bringingreligion in-
to schools is prohibitechas resulted in stu
dents beingsilenced, shamed and even dis
ciplinedfor what are protected speech and
behaviors. The U.S. Dept. of Education and
the First Amendment provide strong pro
tections for student religious expression in
public schools.

For instance, (1) students can expreseir
faith at school and can commerabout their
own religious views inclas§ A (1 Q&
the discussion. (2) Stlents can pray alone
oringroupsafongad (G KS & OK2 2f
sponsortheeveny R 2 4 KSNA |
to participate. (3) Pwblic schools can teach
about religiousholidays or practices and discus
their influence on our culture. (4) Sacred musi
can be sung and played; book listaw include
religiously themed literature anddrama students
can enact religious playg5) Students can form
religious groups wherthe school allows no-
curricdum-related clubs.

NI

Catholics for Freedom of Religion has-de
velopeda powerful lesson plan to inform
students, parents and teachers about the
. A3 {cthd puBblia schools areot
Godfree zones. Visitvww.cffor.org for

NIp

—_—

G W,

info re available video and lesson plan. /




