The Parish of the Holy Cross

95 Old Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 + www.pothc88.org

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIS

Be kind to one a

Compassionate, forgiving o

as God has forgiven yo

Ephesians 4:32

Come and pray with us!

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 9, 2015

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM

Mondayd Thursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday
Saturday: 5:00 P.M. of each month at 1 P.M. Please contact the Parish
Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M. Office for more information.
WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS
Saturday: 3:45 P.M. 4:30 P.M. Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six

or call Father Michael for an appointment. months in advance of the proposed wedding date.



We are here for you!

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net
Summer Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM (closed 12:00-12:30 PM)

PASTORAL TEAM

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann
Pastor

Ms. Ellen Fox
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Connie Calabro
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach

Mrs. Judith Pickel
Pastoral Associate

Deacon Ralph Rivera
Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Loretta Tarter
Business Manager

Mr. Brian Reich
Director of Music Ministry

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro
Coordinator of Youth Ministries

PASTORAL STAFF

Mrs. Jane Wirth
Parish Secretary

Mr. Edward Guise
Mr. Gerald Farrell
Custodians

Dr. Vincent Mazurek
Music Minister

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea
Religious Education Secretary
(hcreled@optonline.net)

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra
Weekend Sacristan

el ebrants f or N e X
August 15th/16th
5:00PM Fr. Michael
8:00 AM Fr. Michael
9:30 AM Fr. Kenan Peters
11:30AM Fr. Michael
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Scripture Readings for August 16th
+ Proverbs 9:16
/g; + Ephesians 5:120

s + John 6:5158

Banns of Marriage- First Time
Amanda Dunn & Kyle Crean
Katherine McCauley & Matthew Graziano

Second Time

Third Time
Heather Stein & Christopher Donohue
Christine Chiusano & Richard Burkhart Jr.

Wass khemtidris Schiddufes
Week of August 9th,.9 AM Mass

Mon. George Vissichelli

Tue. Philomena LaPolla -
Wed. Joseph Cappiello 'i\:]evc"hl;?;?
Thu.  Kevin Nolan

Sat., Aug. 15th, Assumption of the BVM Mass
9:00 AM Neal & Concetta Romano

Saturday, August 15th, 5PM Mass
Mario Mascari, Valerie Frasca, Bartolo Natoli,
Carmela Terranova, Susan Sheehy

Sunday, Aug. 16th, 20th Sunday Ordinary Time

8:00 AM  Tony Covine

9:30 AM  Sue Melillo, Rachele Russo, Kathleen
Cattani

11:30 AM People of the Parish
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Rememberlng our Slck - Please pray for those 3
L‘% who are sick, their families and caregivers:
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Why | am a Priest (Part 2)

by Father Michael
During these weeks of vacation | take a different approach to my bulletin article. Rather
than news and events, | like to share a bit of my life. Last week | spoke of my first
inclinations to priesthood which led me to St. Pius X, the high school seminary.

As | mentioned, | was attracted to this school not so much for my burning desire for
priesthood, but rather | saw it as a safe place for a shy and nervous little guy to survive. |
was surprised that there were a number of kids who were gung-ho excited about being a
priest. | could not ignore their enthusiasm. There were several priests on the faculty, who
all seemed to be happy, healthy and normal men. | got to know some of them and gained
some insight into the life of a priest. It all seemed to make sense, and it seemed like
something | was meant to do.

| never had any dramatic revelation of God speaking to me. | never made any grand
announcements of my desire to be a priest. | remember in my sophomore year coming

From Cathedral College | moved on to the major seminary in Huntington, The Seminary of
the Immaculate Conception. There were many challenges there. It was an intensely
academic environment, and | was never a great student. But, there was also a more intense
focus on all spirituality and other dynamics of being a good priest. The formation process
demanded a life of prayer and the willingness for self reflection and understanding. Part of
the program was a 30 day silent retreat. There was a Pastoral Year (internship) working in
a parish. | was assigned to Infant Jesus in Port Jefferson. It gave me a taste of what life of
a priest was like, and it continued to make sense to me.

In spite of what was a long journey, | must have done everything satisfactorily because on
June 4, 1988 | was ordained a priest by Bishop McGann.

home and sitting in the |iving room talKkinrn
Somehow the topic of priesthood came up.
I calmly responded, iYe a, I think so. 0 Fr
a priest.

| went from Pius into the College Seminary in Douglaston, Queens. There were moments
when | stopped and pondered if | wanted to do anything else with my life. | thought about
being a traffic engineer and looked into schools that offered that program. | thought it would
be neat to be a pilot, but never really pursued that. During my summers, | worked for a few
bus companies doing various jobs; it was fun, but | did not see a lifelong career emerging
from those experiences. My undergraduate degree is in psychology, but again | did not see
that as my | ifeds wor k. Il just slowly pl g
priest. My mother and siblings were supportive, but | also think there was an element of
surprise or mystery. |l never ran around t
that means.

There is a 9AM Mass on Saturday, August 15th, for the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Ma
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION!

Volunteer Thank You Celebration
AllADUL Tvolunteer ministersare irvited to abarbequeon
Sunday, September 13, 2015, from 3:00 to 7:00 PM in our courtyard.

The Pastoral Team and Staff believe tinat Parish of theédoly Cross is a
wonderfully vibrant community because of the spirit of stewardship in which
of you shares your gifts so generously. It is difficult for us to adequately ex
our thanks, but we hope getting together for a celebration will show our
appreciation for all you are and all you do.

Our very special parish ministeare:

Altar Linen Caretakers Fund Raisg Committee Pastoral Council Members
Art & Environment Cmte. Helping Hands Committee Prayer Blanket Ministers
Baptism Prep. Team Hospitality Committee Pre Cana Leaders
Bereavement Ministers Lectors RCIA Team

Bldgs. & Grounds Committee  Liturgy Committee Senior Group Leaders
Catechistg Rel. Ed. Volunteers Lit. Wd. For Children Leaders SCC Leaders

CMA Workers Media & Techology Committee Stewardship Committee

Comm. Veg. Garden Committeea Sy Q& CSft f 264 KAL) [ S3h&sSMidisters of Welcome

Consolation Ministers a2YadQ DNERdzL) [ SI RS N®BSAdultVolunteers

9aQa 27F | 2f& [ 2wascdnhistery 22YSyQa t NHessSNJ
Faith & Light Leaders Office Valinteers 22YSyQa { LA NIK ¢
Finance Committee Parish Outreach Volunteers Youth Group Leaders

Please respondby August 150 we can plan accordingly:

Name: Phone:

Ministry/Committee in which you are involved:

Yes, | will attend No, | cannot attend

Placein collection basket, mail, or drop off at the Parish Office. Thank you!
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PARISH OUTREACH
X%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%X%%%%

R School Supplies Program

Q&\*\I t s Not Too Lateé

Q\x&e. to shop for school S u
items can be dropped off in the Atrium on

N Monday, August 10", until 12:00 noon.

Q\\kk Thank you for your generous support!
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Childrends Memori al Garj|de

The Chil drendés Memori al Garden is a speci gl
as well as visitors. The garden is the result of the work and generosity of the people of Holy
Cross. Now, the area is getting very weedy and needs some TLC. We are Iookmg for help
weeding. Anyone who can spare an hour on the morning of Monday, August 10", between
8AM and 10:30AM please stop by with garden gloves to help restore the beauty of the
garden. This can count as a community service project. Anyone who would like to help, but
cannot make that date, please call the Parish Office at 265-2200.
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