
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross  

95 Old Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 + www.pothc88.org  

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST  

MondayðThursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION  

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.ð4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM  

Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday 

of each month at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish 

Office for more information. 

 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS  

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2015  

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

Come and pray with us!  

 ñ...Jesus 

entered the 

house of 

Simon and 

Andrew with 

James and 

John.  Simonôs 

mother-in-law 

lay sick with a 

fever.  They 

immediately 

told him 

about her.  He 

approached, 

grasped her 

hand, and 

helped her up.  

Then the 

fever left her 

and she 

waited on 

them.ò   
Mark 1:29-31 



2 

We are here for you!  

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Ms. Ellen Fox 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Connie Calabro 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach 
 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Owen E. Farley, Jr. 
Deacon Ralph Rivera 
 

Mrs. Loretta Tarter 
Business Manager 
 

Mr. Brian Reich, Director 
Music Ministry 
 

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 

PASTORAL TEAM  

PASTORAL STAFF  

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. John Huether 
Mr. Edward Guise 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea  
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of February 8th, 9 AM Mass 

Mon.  Concetta Brady 

Tue.  Angelina Picariello 

Wed.  Charlotte Wangenstein 

Thu.  Edgar Umali 
 

Saturday, February 14th, 5 PM Mass 

Lucy Follo & Judy Keena 
 

Sunday, Feb. 15th, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM  Frank Apollaro  

9:30 AM  People of the Parish 

11:30 AM  Agnes Fitzpatrick, John Hough, John 

     Bochenski, Filomena Sole, Raymond 

     McCartney, Robert Sheehan  

New Life  
in Christ  

Celebrants for Next Weekendôs Masses 

 February 14th/15th  

5:00 PM  Fr. Michael 

8:00 AM Fr. Michael 

9:30 AM Fr. Michael 

11:30AM Fr. Michael 

Scripture Readings for February 15th  
  

 +  Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 

 +  1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 

 +  Mark 1:40-45 

 
Remembering our SickðPlease pray for the sick of the parish, their families and caregivers: 

 

Marilyn Huether & Veronica Malley 
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The Ground Hog got snowed in!  
with Father Michael 

 
  I donôt know when spring will ever come.  I donôt ever recall the ground hog not 
being able to make it out of his little den due to snow and ice.  Once again, this 
weekôs bulletin is being put together under time constraints as we lost another day 
to wintery weather conditions.  Offer a few special prayers to Ellen and Liz in our 
Religious Education Office as they try rescheduling the many events and meetings 
that have been snowed out.   
 
  The Super Bowl ended up being an exciting game.  I am not a huge sports fan, 
so I was not looking forward to the game with great anticipation.  But, once it 
began it was a close match right down to the end with some dramatic plays.  I was 
kind of rooting for New England, but I was happier with the fact that it was an 
action packed game.   And for the day, I tried my hand at making my first pot of 
chili which turned out to be a success.   Some of the commercials were funny, 
some bizarre, and a few I just didnôt understand.  But, I also found some of them 
had subtle undertones trying to communicate some message of social 
responsibility or reinforcing positive values.   
 
  Last weekend we began experimenting with a system that enhances the volume 
and quality of sound for folks who may have a hearing impairment.  The system 
amplifies the sound through a small headset (that we provide), or it can work in 
conjunction with a hearing aid.  A handful of parishioners tried using it last 
weekend, and most seemed to think it helped.  If you are interested in trying the 
system, please come to the sacristy in the atrium before Mass to pick up the 
equipment.  It is very simple to use.  This system is currently on loan to us for the 
next few weeks.   
 
  In the coming weeks we will kick off our parish Campaign for the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal for this year.  More information will be forthcoming in the bulletin 
as well as in the mail.     
 
  Happy Scouting Sunday!  Throughout our diocese today, the work of Boy Scouts 
is recognized.  Our community is blessed to have several active troops that have 
produced many Eagle Scouts.  Thank you to all those who dedicate themselves to 
this important work.   
 
   Hang in there, Ash Wednesday and Lent are just around the corner. 
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YOUTH GROUP HAPPENINGS! 
¶ 2/8 -  Youth Night from 6 - 8 PM.  All Teens are welcomed!  Feel free to bring a friend!  

 

¶ 2/15 -  No Youth Day or Night Event due to Presidentsõ Weekend 

 

¶ 2/22 -  Youth Night:  Praise & Worship from 6 - 8 PM.  Teens, come on 

down to listen to great music from our Core Band!  

 

The Youth Group is having a Spring Retreat March 20th -  22nd at the Sisters of Mercy Villa 

in Watermill!  All Teens who are in grades 9 -12 and have made their Confirmation are invited 

to attend!   

 

We are collecting donations for the Spring Retreat, so please support the Youth Program by 

taking an item off our retreat donation board.  Thank you!  

 

Please come join the Youth Group in these events as we learn and grow closer to Christ!  

Sock Drive  

 
New socks are needed for Talbot 

House, a local adult shelter, and for a 

local childrenõs hospital.  

Please help by donating a 

pair or two of NEW socks 

for children or adults.  

Donation baskets are set 

up in the Atrium this 

weekend,  February 

7th/8th.  Thank you for 

your continued support.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCOUT SUNDAY 
The Boy Scouts of America 
organization annually 
celebrates its founding.  
The Scout Sunday tradition 
was started to bring 
awareness of scouting to 
parishioners in houses of worship. The 
Scout Law says that a ñScout is reverent,ò 
and scouts of all ages pledge each week to 
do their ñDuty to God.ò  These values 
strengthen youth character in their families, 
communities and faiths. 
 
We celebrate Scoutingôs Anniversary here 
at Holy Cross this Sunday, February 8th, 
at the 9:30 AM Mass .   

 

This weekend, February 7th/8th, at the Offertory we will also be 
collecting for our Roof and Other Major Renovations.  
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Calling all teenagers! Please join us on the Youth 
Group Spring Retreat for an exciting experience as we 
explore our personal faith with activities and friends! 

 
Who? Any teenager who made their Confirmation   
           (Grades 9 ɀ 12)  
 
Where? Sisters of  Mercy Villa:   325 Rose Hill Road                 
                                                         Water Mill, NY   
 
When? The retreat will be held on the weekend of  
              March 20 - 22!   
 

If you are interested or have any questions, please 
contact our Coordinator of Youth Ministries,  

Sal Finocchiaro. 
 

Please call the parish or e-mail him at: 
HCYouthGroup@hotmail.com  

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 
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ATTENTION:  LITURGICAL MINISTERS! 

The Parish of the Holy Cross  
Lent/Holy Week Sign Up Form 

 

Name_______________________________________ 

Phone #__________________ E-Mail_________________@_______ 

Check one:  

___Altar Server  ___Lector         ___Usher      ___Extraordinary Minister   

 

Palm Sunday ð April 12/13 , 2014 
___Saturday - 5:00 P.M.  
___Sunday - 8:00 A.M.  
___Sunday - 9:30 A.M. 

___Sunday ð 11:00 A.M. 
___Sunday ð 12:30 P.M. 
___Sunday ð 5:00 P.M. 

Holy Thursday ð April 17 , 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__8:00 P.M. ð Evening Mass of the Lordõs Supper 
 

Good Friday ð April 18, 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__3:00 P.M. ð Solemn Liturgy of the Lordõs Passion 
 

Holy Saturday ð April 19, 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__8:00 P.M. ð Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday ð April 20, 2014 
___ 8:00 A.M.  
___ 9:30 A.M. 

___ 11:00 A.M. 
___ 12:30 P.M. 

 
 
Please drop in the basket or return to the Parish Office NO LATER than Sunday, 

March 9, 2014.  Thank you for your help in helping us get our Holy Week Schedule 
completed ASAP! 

The Parish of the Holy Cross  
Holy Week Sign Up Form The Parish of the Holy Cross  

Lent/Holy Week Sign Up Form 
 

Name_______________________________________ 

Phone #__________________ E-Mail_________________@_______ 

Check one:  

___Altar Server  ___Lector         ___Usher      ___Extraordinary Minister   

 

Palm Sunday ð April 12/13 , 2014 
___Saturday - 5:00 P.M.  
___Sunday - 8:00 A.M.  
___Sunday - 9:30 A.M. 

___Sunday ð 11:00 A.M. 
___Sunday ð 12:30 P.M. 
___Sunday ð 5:00 P.M. 

Holy Thursday ð April 17 , 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__8:00 P.M. ð Evening Mass of the Lordõs Supper 
 

Good Friday ð April 18, 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__3:00 P.M. ð Solemn Liturgy of the Lordõs Passion 
 

Holy Saturday ð April 19, 2014 
__9:00 A.M ðMorning Prayer  (Lector only)  
__8:00 P.M. ð Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday ð April 20, 2014 
___ 8:00 A.M.  
___ 9:30 A.M. 

___ 11:00 A.M. 
___ 12:30 P.M. 

 
 
Please drop in the basket or return to the Parish Office NO LATER than Sunday, 

March 9, 2014.  Thank you for your help in helping us get our Holy Week Schedule 
completed ASAP! 

Holy Thursday  - April 2, 2015 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector only) 
____8:00 PM - Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper 
 

Good Friday  - April 3, 2015 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector  only) 
____3:00 PM - Solemn Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion 
 

Holy Saturday  - April 4, 2015 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector only) 
____8:00 PM -  Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday  - April 5, 2015 

____8:00 AM       ____11:00 AM 
____9:30 AM       ____12:30 PM 
 
 
____  I am not available to serve during Holy Week and Easter. 
 
 
 

Please drop in the basket or return to the Parish Office NO LATER than  
Sunday, February 22, 2015.  Thank you for your help in helping us get our  

Holy Week Schedule completed ASAP!  
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You are invited to a place of quiet, contemplation and peace at the Bishop Molloy 
Retreat House, Jamaica Estates, NY on Friday, March 6th at 7:00PM through 
Sunday, March 8th at noon.    
 
The theme is Time to Come Alive!  ñAre you the only one visiting 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened in 
these days?ò  Our mission is to remind people of the love of 
Christ shown by His life, death, and resurrection.  We have talked 
a lot about Jesus dying for us and the proof that this gives us that 
we are loved.  But Jesus did not remain in the tomb.  He Rose! 
 
ñHe is Risen!ò was the first Creed, the first formal statement of faith, of the earliest 
Christian Community!  Today, people are frequently experiencing emotional, spiritual 
and physical diminishment...death.  They need to know that there is LIFEðLife after 
death!  We want to remind people that they are not alone with their burdens.  Come 
join us in fellowship with a diverse group of women of faith.  We will use Luke 24:13-
34 to ground our reflections throughout our retreat.  Suggested offering is $195.  If 
interested, please contact Mary Inghilterra at 631 -585-9707.  

ATTENTION:  WOMEN OF HOLY CROSS! 

 

Are you looking for meaningful, rewarding volunteer experience? Perhaps you are 

recently retired and are in search of a way to be of service to people in need.  

 

Parish Outreach is looking for a few people to be trained as core workers. Core workers 

engage directly with our struggling population. A core worker volunteer must have:  

¶ A compassionate heart and a non -judgmental attitude  

¶ Availability to work in the outreach office during the day  

¶ A willingness to attend training through Catholic Charities in addition to 

training provided by the coordinators  

 

We are happy to answer any questions you may have concerning working with Parish 

Outreach. We can be reached at 265 -2200 ext. 13.  

 

Mary Anne and Connie 

Parish Outreach Coordinators  

A PARISH OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY 
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MORE PARISH SURVEY RESULTS 

Altar Linen Caretakers  

 
The committee that maintains the purificators is in 

need of volunteers.  The purificators are cloths that 

are used during Communion to wipe the chalices.  They 

are cleaned weekly (washed and ironed) by members of 

this committee. The time commitment depends on the 

number of volunteers on the committee.  

 

If you are interested in helping out, please contact the Parish Office at 631 -

265 -2200 ext. 22.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

SURVEY RESULTSð318 ResponsesðWe will publish 10 questions each week. 

Key to Answers:  A = Agree, D = Disagree, U = Not Sure and N = Not Applicable 

 

        A D U N 

 

31. We could be doing more to serve the poor: 94 107 109 1 
32. I recommend this parish to others:   277 16 12 2 

33. I feel I contribute to the life of the parish:  240 33 33 2 

34. Homilies are too long:     50 237 21 1 

35. Our parish needs a larger space for meetings   

 and / or social activities:    149 86 68 7 

36. We need more young families actively involved 
 in parish life:     215 6 77 10 

37. There is too much talking / social activity in  

 Church before and / or after Mass:  47 248 15 0 

38. I like when there are special activities / blessings 

 at Mass:      259 24 24 2 

39. Parish services need to be expanded:  81 84 140 3 
40. I feel comfortable in bringing my children here 

 to Mass:      180 4 2 119 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

United Methodist Church of Lake Ronkonkoma  
792 Hawkins Ave. at 5 Corners  

 

UMCLR offers a Little Angels Music Class for children ages 0 -5 years old.  The weekly, 

FREE Christian-themed music class for tots and their caregivers are held on Fridays 

from 6:00 -6:45 PM.  Non -church members are welcomed!  Email for information at 

HW322@NYU.EDU or just show up ñno registration necessary.  Classes are taught by 

Heather Edwards -Wilson, organist at UMCLR and certified music teacher.  

Volunteers Needed for Annual HEC Weekend  
 

Handicapped Encounter Christ (HEC) is a retreat weekend for persons 18 years and 
older with special needs.  Each candidate has a team member with them throughout the 
weekend.  It is a prayerful experience of song, talks, sharing, Eucharist and many other 
joyful moments.   
 
HEC is in need of volunteers for this annual retreat which will be held Thursday, April 
23rd through Sunday, April 26, 2015 at Camp Alvernia in Centerport, NY.  There are 
many roles to be filled.  They are in need of team members, kitchen help, setting up and 
taking down the camp, as well as drivers. 
 
The first planning meeting will take place on Monday, February 9th at 7PM at St. Francis 
of Assisi in Greenlawn.  Two follow-up meetings are planned for Wednesday, March 18th 
at 7PM and Tuesday, April 14th at 7PM.  Those interested in assisting should make 
every effort to attend at least two meetings.  Please call Deacon Frank & Michele  
Barone at 516 -420-1207 or email at micheleritabarone@gmail.com to volunteer or 
to participate as a candidate . 

Senior Companion Program 
 

Are you 55+ looking for a rewarding opportunity?  Help another senior in your community!  

Gain satisfaction by assisting a frail or homebound senior achieve and maintain their dignity, and 

the highest level of independent living.  Some benefits of being a Senior Companion include:  

tax-free stipend, daily meal, paid days off, supervision and training, travel 

reimbursement, personal satisfaction, form new friendships.  The Senior 

Companion Program is funded by The Corporation for National and 

Community Service and is a division of the Senior Corps Network.  For more 

information, please call 631-321-8229 ext. 1206. 
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CASH CALENDAR 
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Saturday, February 7th      9:00 AM  

¶ MENôS FELLOWSHIP       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ LEV. 2 RECONCILIATION  10:30AM & 1PM  WA/Atrium  

¶ RCIA DISMISSAL      5:00PM Fr. Joe Room 

 

Sunday, February 8th       9:30 Mass 

¶ SCOUT SUNDAY         Worship Area 

¶ REL ED. HOSPITALITY   After 9:30 Mass Atrium  

¶ HOSPITALITY COMM. MTG.   10:30AM Fr. Joe Room 

¶ BAPTISMS       1:00PM Worship Area 

¶ YOUTH NIGHT         6-8PM Atrium  

 

Tuesday, February 10th      7:00 PM 

¶ LITURGY COMMITTEE         Fr. Joe Room 

 

Wednesday, February 11th       11:30AM-2:30PM 

¶ SENIORS           Atrium  

¶ LEV. 2 RECONCILIATION   7:00 PM WA/Atr.  

¶ SURVEY COMMITTEE MTG.  7:15PM Fr. Joe Room 

 

Thursday, February 12th      10:00 AM  

¶ SCRIPTURE STUDY       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ MOMSô GROUP      10:30AM Sacristy 

 

Saturday, February 14th      9:30 AM  

¶ WOMENôS PRAYER       Fr. Joe Room 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

SCRIPTURE STUDY  

CHANGE! 

We are changing the dates that we meet, 

but the time will remain the same.  We 

will now meet on the 

2nd and 4th Thursday 

of the month from 

10:00 AMïNoon in the 

Father Joe Room. Our 

next meeting is 

February 12th.  See 

you there! 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Religious freedom watchdog groups 
are concerned that elected officials 
are changing terminology.  They 
often refer to Americaôs ñfreedom of 
worshipò rather than the 
comprehensive term, ñfreedom of 
religion.ò 
 
ñFreedom of Religion,ò our first and 
most fundamental God-given right, 
guarantees all Americans the 
freedom to practice our religion in the 
public square, and to live out our 
conscientiously held beliefs. 
 
ñFreedom of Worship,ò however, 
means only the right to pray within 
the confines of a place of worship or 
to privately believe.  It excludes the 
right to practice our faith in our 
communities at large as well as in 
our missions of education, health and 
charity. 
 
ñCatholics for Freedom of Religionò 
provides resources to assist Catholic 
laity to educate and advocate on a 
non-partisan basis for our First 
Amendment Freedom of Religioné 
how rare it is, how dearly it was 
purchased for us and how quickly it 
can be lost. 
 

For information, visit  
www.cffor.org  

  
  

WORDS 
MATTER 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
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