
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross  

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 +  

www.pothc.org + www.facebook.com/pothcnesconset  

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST  

MondayðThursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays: 3:45 P.M.ð4:30 P.M. 

Wednesdays in Lent:  following 9AM Mass  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM  

Baptisms are generally celebrated twice each month 

 at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish Office for more 

information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS  

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

VISION STATEMENT:  Holy Cross is a vibrant Catholic community striving to maintain a  

spirit of welcome to all, serving as a guiding beacon to nourish and sustain prayer, work and play. 

Come and pray with us!  
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 23, 2020  

+ Ash Wednesday - February 26, 2020  
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We are here for you!  

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Tricia Clarke 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 

PASTORAL TEAM  

PASTORAL STAFF  

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Roberto Maza 
Mr. Vincent Matula 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mrs. Mary Pannone 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mrs. Barbara Shipman 
P/T Asst. to the Pastor 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Coordinator of Parish Outreach 
 

Ms. Alexandra Roecklein 
Youth Minister 

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Mrs. Michele Hahn 
Pastoral Associate 
 

Mrs. Barbara DeStefano 
Business Manager 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 
Week of February 23rd, 9AM Mass 

Mon.    Ellen Brady 

Tue.    Victor Lamarque 

Wed.    Maureen OôMalley (living) 

Thu.    Manuela Diaz (living) 

 

Saturday, February 29th, 5 PM Mass 
Vincent Mattera, James Eng, Guillerma Banaguas, 

Ewa Sypytkowska, Walter Goldstein 

 

Sunday, March 1st,  First Sunday of Lent  

8:00 AM People of the Parish 

9:30 AM Charles J. OôShea 

11:30 AM William Snak, Dennis Travers, Toni  

    Nicosia, Fred Confessore 

New Life  
in Christ  
New Life  
in Christ  

Celebrants for Next Weekendôs Masses 

  February 29th/March 1st 
  

  5:00 PM    Fr. Michael 

  8:00 AM  Fr. Michael 

  9:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

  11:30 AM  Fr. Michael 

 

Scripture Readings for March 1, 2020 
  

 +  Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

 +  Romans 5:12-19 

 +  Matthew 4:1-11 

Remembering Our Sick 
 

Please pray for those in our parish who are sick, 

their families and caregivers: 
 

  George V. Daly   Ann Egan 

  Jeanne Gallo    Phil Graziose 

  Bob Grieco     Monica Ilie 

  Joseph Santamaria  Angela Scalisi  

Marlene Starr  

   Banns of Marriage 

   Third Time    
 

Dina Lamanna & Pete Murawski 
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Something Red, Orange, and Purple  
by Father Michael 

   Msgr. Nelson Perez was a parish priest in the suburbs of Philadelphia.  In 2012 
the Holy Father named him a bishop.  This is sometimes referred to within Church 
circles as ñgetting a red hat.ò (Actually, cardinals tend to wear the red hats; the 
bishopsô hats are more of a magenta color.)  From there, he was assigned to be 
one of the auxiliary bishops here in Rockville Centre.  Once he was ordained a 
bishop, he began to serve our Diocese in 2012.  Bishop Perez celebrated the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at Holy Cross in 2016.  In 2017 he was named Ordinary 
(head bishop) for the Diocese of Cleveland.  Last month, the Holy Father named 
him to become Archbishop of Philadelphia, his hometown.  His installation was this 
week.  He is a humble, caring, and holy man.  He is a charismatic and prophetic 
leader.  This is good news for the Church.  Congratulations, Archbishop Perez! 
 
   I am now driving around in a different set of wheels.  I had a Honda Civic Si that 
was a fun car in which to zip around town.  I owned it for almost two years and 
slowly came to the conclusion that it was just a little too small for me.  After a bit of 
homework and discernment, I arrived at the decision I wanted to replace it with a 
Nissan Rogue.  I have quirky tastes when it comes to cars (and probably other 
things as well).  They make that SUV in a really nifty bright orange.  I not only 
wanted an orange one, but it had to have a sunroof as well.  I was looking for a pre-
owned model, and there are very few vehicles with that combination.  I tracked 
down a certified 2017 in the Bronx and got a fair deal on it.  (If that deal did not 
work out, the next closest car was in Hartford, Ct.)  This is the first vehicle I have 
ever owned with an automatic transmission.  Sadly for me, the days of stick shifts 
are virtually over (another one of my quirks).  So far, I am quite happy with it.  If you 
happen to see a bright orange buggy rolling down your street, donôt be alarmed, it 
is just your spiritual leader looking to get to his next stop. 
 
   This week begins the season of Lent with the celebration of Ash Wednesday.  Of 
course, purple is the color for the season.  There is no other season in the life of 
the Church that offers such an opportunity for real growth and transformation.  
There is something that intuitively makes sense about being signed with ashes.  
The sheer number of people coming on Wednesday gives witness to this.  We 
need to embrace the darkness and shadow of our lives.  We all can recognize the 
necessity for some kind of discipline, sacrifice, or practice that helps us to become 
stronger people and grow closer to God.  Think and pray about what it is that God 
may be calling you to during this holy season.   
 
   Have a colorful week.      
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        Children and Ashesé  

 
Our 4:00 and 5:30 PM services will be more ñchild friendly.ò  These services will be 
shorter, with a homily geared to a childôs understanding.  This will enable the children 
to enter into the spirit of Lent in a manner appropriate for their age.   

Ash Wednesday is February 26th.  Ashes will be distributed at:  

 7 AM, 9 AM Mass, 12 Noon, 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM & 7:00 PM.  

  

On Wednesday, February 26th, countless Christians will be signed with 
ashes on their forehead.  This symbolizes the beginning of our 40 Day 
Journey through Lent .  As this significant day in the life of Christians 
arrives, we wonder WHY ARE WE RECEIVING ASHES?  We must be 
careful not to judge othersô intentions, but we are challenged to reflect on 
our own motives for being blessed with ashes. 
  

Beginning Lent with the Sign of the Cross is meant to remind us of our Baptism when the 
priest, along with our parents and godparents, traced the Sign of the Cross on our forehead, 
saying, ñIn the name of the Christian community, I claim you for Christ our Savior by the 
Sign of the Cross.ò  
  

¶  Ashes have been considered a sign of penance.  
¶  Christ is the beginning and the end of our lifeôs journey. 
¶  We are called to internal conversion and change of heart.  

¶  We consciously are entering into the central mystery of our faithé 
that the way to Resurrection is by way of the Cross.  

  
WHY RECEIVE ASHES?  Ashes are meant to be an external sign of our interior desire to 
make these 40 days of Lent a special and sacred time.  We begin Lent with ashes, 
reminding us of our need to die to anything that keeps us from growing in the love of God.  
At the Easter Vigil we will receive lighted candles reminding us that ñIf we die with Christ, we 
shall rise with Him into future glory.ò 
  

òRepent, and believe in the Gospel.ó 

Fast and Abstinence  
 
All Catholics who have reached their fourteenth year are bound to abstain entirely from meat 
on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent.  All Catholics between the ages of eighteen 
and fifty-nine inclusive are also bound to observe the law of fast on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday.  This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between 
meals. Two other light meals, which together do not equal a full meal, may be taken during 
the day.   

ASHES & ASH WEDNESDAY 
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER MASS SCHEDULE 

please note Mass times 

 

Easter 2020  
 

 

TENEBRAE SERVICE  

Friday, April 3, 2020  7:30 PM 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  

Wednesdays in Lent (except Holy Week):  following 9:00 AM Mass 

Saturdays in Lent: 3:45 PM - 4:30 PM 

Monday, April 6th: 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM & 

5:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 10th: following 9:00 AM Morning Prayer (up to 10:00 AM) 

Holy Saturday, April 11th: following 9:00 AM Morning Prayer (up to 10:00 AM) 
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SUNDAY 2020  

PALM SUNDAY    APRIL 5, 2020 

Saturday 4/4/20:  5:00 PM Mass 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 9:30 AM,  

11:30 AM & 1:00 PM 

 

HOLY THURSDAY   APRIL 9, 2020 

Morning Prayer - 9:00  AM 

Childrenôs Service - 5:00 PM 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper -  8:00 PM 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 PM 
 

GOOD FRIDAY    APRIL 10, 2020 

Morning Prayer - 9:00 AM  

Childrenôs Service - 12:00 Noon 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion 

with Veneration of the Cross - 3:00 PM 
 

HOLY SATURDAY   APRIL 11, 2020 

Morning Prayer - 9:00 AM  

Solemn Easter Vigil - 8:00 PM 

NO AFTERNOON CONFESSIONS OR 5:00 PM MASS  

ON HOLY SATURDAY  
 

EASTER SUNDAY  APRIL 12, 2020  

Masses:  8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM & 1:00 PM 
please note 
Mass times 
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Altar Linen Caretakers  
 

The committee that maintains the purificators is in need of 
volunteers.  The purificators are cloths that are used 
during Communion to wipe the chalices.  They are 
cleaned weekly (washed and ironed) by members of this 
committee. The time commitment is once every six to 
eight weeks. 
  
If you are interested in helping, please contact the Parish 
Office at 631-265-2200 ext. 122.   

PARISH LENTEN MISSION 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

   Holy Cross Lenten Mission Nights 
      March 2, March 9, March 16 & March 23 

       at 7:30 PM 
 

March 2nd:   òService with the Lordó ï Speaker:  Tom Petriano, Ph.D., 
         Chair & Professor of Religious Studies at St. Joseph College 
 

March 9th:    òRejoicing in the Lordó ï Speaker:  Deacon John Grebe, 
         St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
 

March 16th:  òForgiven in the Lordó ï Speaker:  Rev. Jerry DiSpigno, 
         Good Shepherd Parish.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be  
         celebrated as part of this evening. 
 

March 23rd:  òUnited in the Lordó ï Speaker:  Sister Pat Duffy, OP. 
         Hospitality will be served to conclude our Mission series. 
 

SAVE THESE DATES AND BRING A FRIEND OR TWO! 
ñALL ARE WELCOMEò 

Keeping a Holy Lent  
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I am not available to serve Holy Week and Easter_____. 
  

I am available, and interested to serve at: 
  

Palm Sunday weekend  - April 4 & 5, 2020  

____5:00 PM 
____8:00 AM       ____11:30 AM 
____9:30 AM       ____1:00 PM  
 

Holy Thursday  - April 9, 2020 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector only) 
____8:00 PM - Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper 
  

Good Friday  - April 10, 2020 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector  only) 
____3:00 PM - Solemn Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion 
  

Holy Saturday  - April 11, 2020 

____9:00 AM - Morning Prayer (Lector only) 
____8:00 PM -  Easter Vigil 
  

Easter Sunday  - April 12, 2020 

____8:00 AM       ____11:30 AM 
____9:30 AM       ____1:00 PM  
  

Please drop in the basket or return to the Parish Office NO LATER than  
Thursday, March 12, 2020.  Thank you for your help in helping us get our  

Holy Week Schedule completed ASAP!  

ATTENTION:  LITURGICAL MINISTERS! 

The Parish of the Holy Cross  
Holy Week Sign Up Form 

 

Name _____________________________________ 
 

Phone # ___________________   Email ___________________@___________ 
 

Check one:  
____Altar Server   ____Lector   ____Usher   ____Extraordinary Minister 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Are you a high school student who has 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation?  Do 
you want to make new friends as you play fun 
games? Then check out the Holy Cross 
Youth Group.   You will be glad you did!   
 
Here are our upcoming events:   
¶ February 23: NO Youth Group Meeting - 

February break  
 
¶ March 1: We will attend the 11:30 Mass and then visit the residents at the 

local Nursing Home!  Also, this weekend we will be holding a bake sale, a 
fundraiser for our upcoming retreat on March 20 -22. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are thinking about joining us and you 
would like more information, then please do not hesitate to contact Allie Roecklein, 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries, at hcyouthgroup15@gmail.com or call the parish 
office.  Thank you! 

  
  

When:  March 8 th  at 9:30 Mass  

    (Arrive 15 minutes early to sign in.)  

Where: Parish of the Holy Cross, Nesconset  

Who:   All Scouts and their families are invited to   attend.  

What to wear: Girl Scout Uniform / Sash  

        

Please let us know who/how many Scouts are coming.   

Text, call or email any questions you may have.  

Girls, please bring a goody for hospitality!  

 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY 

Tell your Scouting friendsééAll Are Welcome 

Kim Loh Bodor  

516 - 996 - 2297  

akjlb23@optonline.net  

Janine Mehlinger  

631 - 384 - 1255  

cheecheej9@aol.com  

mailto:hcyouthgroup15@gmail.com
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

MUSIC!  
DANCING!  

Parish of the Holy Cross 
St. Patrickõs Dinner Dance 

Hosted by the Knights of Columbus 
 

 

March 21, 2020 
 

 
 
 

THE PRICE: $35 PER PERSON 

 
MENU CHOICES: Corned Beef or ½ Roasted Stuffed Chicken 

plus Beer, Wine, and Soda   
 
DESSERT: Apple Pie or Coconut Custard Pie 

 
TIME: 6:30pm; Dinner Served 7:30 to 8:30pm 

 
PLACE: St. Joseph RC Church, 45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY  

 
Tickets on sale after Mass until March 15th  

 
Contact Information: Charles Tedeschi 631-278-0121,  

Frank Ingarra 631-885-5129, Rick Garcia 631-860-4227 
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CASH CALENDAR 

Parish of the Holy Cross  
February 2020  

 


