
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross 

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 + www.pothc88.org 

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST  

MondayðThursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION  

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.ð4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM  

Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday 

of each month at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish 

Office for more information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS  

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

      Come and pray with us!  
Third Sunday of Advent  

December 13, 2015  

Philippians 4:5-7 

òThe Lord is near.  Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests  

known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all  
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.ó 
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We are here for you!  

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Ms. Ellen Fox 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Connie Calabro 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach 
 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea 
Business Manager 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 
 

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 

PASTORAL TEAM  

PASTORAL STAFF  

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Edward Guise 
Mr. Gerald Farrell 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mr. James Reiss 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of December 13th, 9 AM Mass 

Mon.   Mary Alexanderson 

Tue.   Rose Marie Czgier 

Wed.   Elizabeth Kelly 

Thu.   Margherite Cosgrove 

 

Saturday, December 19th, 5PM Mass 

Irene Acey, Mary Gruber, Elizabeth Kelly, June 

Papaccio, Christian Calle 

 

Sunday, December 20th, Fourth Sun. of Advent 

8:00 AM Flo Cangeleri & Ernest Teto 

9:30 AM Michael Corcoran, Anthony DeVito Jr., 

    Richard LaCasse, CJ Irvin, Robert Tavis, 

    Alice Morin 

11:30 AM People of the Parish    

Celebrants for Next Weekendôs Masses 

  December 19th/20th  

 5:00 PM  Fr. Michael 

 8:00 AM Fr. Kenan Peters 

 9:30 AM Fr. Michael 

 11:30AM Fr. Michael 

Scripture Readings for December 20th  
  +  Micah 5:1-4 

  +  Hebrews 10:5-10 

  +  Luke 1:39-45 

New Life  
in Christ  

New Life  
in Christ  

 
Remembering our Sick 

 

Please pray for the sick of the parish, their 

families and caregivers: 

 Audrey Graf   
 Barbara Haug   Arlene Lang   
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Joyful Sunday  
by Father Michael 

  This third Sunday is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday, which is translated as 
joyful Sunday.  It is a reminder to find joy in the midst of waiting.  A period of 
anticipation need not be filled with boredom, indifference or anxiety.  We pray our 
hearts will grow in happiness and peace as we contemplate the coming of our 
Savior.  In particular, we pray for those who find these days before Christmas to be 
particularly difficult.  May they come to find joy in their hearts. 
 
   This past Tuesday, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, our Holy Father 
declared the beginning of the Year of Mercy.  Special ñholy doorsò are being opened 
on churches around the world.  People are being invited to walk through those doors 
to seek and find the mercy of the Lord.  There are many who feel alienated by the 
Church, and there are many who feel distant from God.  We pray that during this 
year the Church may reach out and extend the mercy of God to all those who 
hunger for that gift.  Pray for the success of this effort, and pray for anyone in your 
life whose heart might be changed by receiving this gift.   
 
   Thank you to all of you who participated in our Outreach Christmas program.  Last 
week this place looked like the annex to Santaôs North Pole.  Many gift cards and 
other items were generously given.  It takes great organization to make sure 
everything gets to where it is needed.  Thanks to your generosity and our Parish 
Outreach office there are many within our community who will experience a more 
joyful Christmas. 
 
    There have been a few challenges in planning the Alaska trip.  Apparently, since 
the terror attacks in France a few weeks ago there has been a sharp increase in 
domestic vacation bookings and a decline in trips to Europe.  When I first started 
working with Holland America in planning this trip they had an abundance of space.  
But, now because of higher demand they would only guarantee us 32 seats.  All of 
those seats are now accounted for with a deposit.  It is still possible to sign up as 
long as Holland America has additional space.  Normally I donôt like to say ñhurry upò 
in making a reservation.  But, space is limited and time is of the essence.  
Information packs are available in the office. 
 
   This weekend I will be hosting the winner of the ñDinner with Fr. Michaelò basket 
raffle.  In the event you hear fire engines on Nichols Road on Saturday night, you will 
know I am having problems with the roast.   
 
   Remember, our final Advent evening prayer is this Tuesday at 7:30. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Youth Ministry  
 

¶ Sunday, December 13:  11:30AM Mass with the Core Band. Then, we will be 

taking a FIA (Faith Into Action!) trip to the Nesconset Nursing Home, 12:30 - 

3:30PM.  
 

¶ Sunday, December 20:  11:30AM Mass with the Cord Band.  Following Mass, we 

will have a Youth Day Event from 12:30 to 2:30PM!  Come join us!  

 

Thank you all for your continued support, dedication and love for the Youth Program.  

If you are thinking about coming to the church to see what we are all about. . .do it!  

You will not regret it.  Come with a friend or family member, and join us as we 

continue to grow in the endless love of Christ.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are 

thinking about joining us, please do not hesitate to contact 

Sal Finocchiaro, the Coordinator of Youth Ministries, at 

HCyouthgroup@hotmail.com  or call the parish office. : -)  

Helpers Needed!  
 

Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word (for children in grades K -3rd)   is looking 

for additional helpers to start in January 2016.   Children's Liturgy is 

held every Sunday from September to June, except for holiday 

weekends.  Time commitment is dependent on the number of helpers we 

have.  If you are in grades 4 through 

12 and would be interested in helping 

out, or are looking for a community 

service activity, please contact Karyn 

at 648 - 3594 .  

mailto:HCyouthgroup@hotmail.com
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Stewardship Corner  

God of Creation, help us to separate our 

wants from our needs, so that we might live 

more simply.  

      Please join us for our last  
      Advent Evening Prayer:  
    

      Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 PM  
     Speaker:  Mr. Ronald Paulsen  

PARISH NEWS 

Christmas Mass 
Intentions  

 
In lieu of individual announced 
intentions at the Christmas 
Masses this year, there are cards 
in the Atrium for you to write your 
special intentions on.  These cards 
will be placed on the Altar at all 
Christmas Masses. 

Bambinelli Sunday  
 

Each year, on the Third Sunday of Advent, children gather with their families in St. Peterôs 

Square in Rome for ñBambinelli Sunday.ò  The children bring with them the figures of the 

Christ Child ï the ñBambinelliò ï from their familyôs cr¯che, and the children and figurines 

are blessed by the Pope. 

 

We are celebrating Bambinelli Sunday here at Holy Cross this weekend, December 12th and 

13th, at all our Masses.  Everyone (young and old alike) has been invited to bring their figure 

of the Christ Child for a special blessing. 

 

May Jesus fill your hearts and homes with peace, love, and joy! 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Knights of Columbus  
 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling 

Christmas Cards and Christmas Magnets 

after all the Masses this weekend.  Thank 

you for your support of our Church through 

this fundraiser.  Please support and join the 

Knights! 

Faith and Light Meeting  
 

Friday, December 18th, at  7:00 PM  
St. Thomas More Church Hall 

115 Kings Highway 
Hauppauge, NY  11788 
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CASH CALENDAR 
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Saturday, December 12th        9:30 AM  

¶ WOMENôS PRAYER       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ K OF C MAGNET & CARD SALE  5PM Atrium  

 

Sunday, December 13th        All Masses  

¶ K OF C MAGNET & CARD SALE    Atrium  

¶ REL. ED. HOSPITALITY  After 9:30 Mass Atrium  

¶ BAPTISMS        1PM Worship Area 

 

Monday, December 14th      5:00 - 6:00 PM  

¶ 1-2-1 CLASS          All Areas 

 

Tuesday, December 15th      7:15 PM 

¶ CHOIR             Fr. Joe Room 

¶ ADVENT EVENING PRAYER  7:30PM Worship Area 

 

Wednesday, December 16th     11 AM-2:30 PM  

¶ SENIORS           Atrium   
 

Thursday, December 17th     7:00 PM  

¶ RCIA             Fr. Joe Room   
 

Saturday, December 19th        5PM Mass  

¶ LEVEL 8 COVENANTS DUE      Worship Area 

 

Sunday, December 20th        All Masses  

¶ LEVEL 8 COVENANTS DUE      Worship Area 

¶ YOUTH DAY EVENT    12:30-2:30PM Atrium  

MEETINGS THIS WEEK RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

www.cffor.org 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Leadership Class at Smithtown East High 
School would like to inform Holy Cross 
parishioners of a New York Blood Center drive 
at their school on December 16th from 8AM to 
1PM.  Please consider giving the gift of life!  

This weekend, December 12/13, at the 
Offertory we will also be collecting for our 
Roof and Other Major Renovations.  

SPECIAL COLLECTION  

                            άLƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅ 

                                           of All 

                                /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎέ 

 
 

The late Cardinal George of Chicago predicted 

that all Catholic hospitals would be bank- 

rupted within two years if they are forced to 

comply with HHS fines.  The HHS mandate,  

under the Affordable Care Act, requires Catholic 

institutions, including hospitals, schools and 

charities to violate their consciences or pay 

devasting fines.  The Supreme Court will be 

hearing challenges to the  mandate and a 

decision is expected in Summer 2016. 

 

Numerous religious organizations do not provide  

contraception, abortion drugs or sterilization to  

their employees through their health plans.  Once  

these groups certify to this by signing a form,  the 

Dept. of Health and Human Services will then   

require their insurance carriers to provide the 

objectionable services.  The religious groups  

maintain that the form they must sign is a  

gateway to objectionable services ς a gate they 

refuse to walk through since they would become 

άŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ in siƴΦέ 

 

The IRS fine for non-compliance with the HHS man- 

date is $100 per day/per employee.  Estimates of  

some fines: 

$194,000/day ς Little Sisters of the Poor;  

$530,000/day ς Notre Dame University;  

$4,600,000/day ς Catholic Charities USA. 

 

                     ά/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ make no law 

              respecting an establishment of religion 

           ƻǊ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ Φ Φέ 

                       !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ  

 

                            άLƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅ 

                                           of All 

                                /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎέ 

 
 

The late Cardinal George of Chicago predicted 

that all Catholic hospitals would be bank- 

rupted within two years if they are forced to 

comply with HHS fines.  The HHS mandate,  

under the Affordable Care Act, requires Catholic 

institutions, including hospitals, schools and 

charities to violate their consciences or pay 

devasting fines.  The Supreme Court will be 

hearing challenges to the  mandate and a 

decision is expected in Summer 2016. 

 

Numerous religious organizations do not provide  

contraception, abortion drugs or sterilization to  

their employees through their health plans.  Once  

these groups certify to this by signing a form,  the 

Dept. of Health and Human Services will then   

require their insurance carriers to provide the 

objectionable services.  The religious groups  

maintain that the form they must sign is a  

gateway to objectionable services ς a gate they 

refuse to walk through since they would become 

άŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ in siƴΦέ 

 

The IRS fine for non-compliance with the HHS man- 

date is $100 per day/per employee.  Estimates of  

some fines: 

$194,000/day ς Little Sisters of the Poor;  

$530,000/day ς Notre Dame University;  

$4,600,000/day ς Catholic Charities USA. 

 

                     ά/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ make no law 

              respecting an establishment of religion 

           ƻǊ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ Φ Φέ 

                       !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ  
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