
  

The Parish of the Holy Cross  

95 Nichols Road + Nesconset, NY 11767 + 631.265.2200 + www.pothc88.org 

WE CELEBRATE EUCHARIST  

MondayðThursday: 9:00 A.M. (Chapel) 

Saturday: 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday: 8:00 A.M. + 9:30 A.M. + 11:30 A.M.  

 

WE CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION  

Saturday: 3:45 P.M.ð4:30 P.M.  

or call Father Michael for an appointment. 

WE CELEBRATE BAPTISM  

Baptisms are celebrated on the second and last Sunday 

of each month at 1 P.M.  Please contact the Parish 

Office for more information. 

 

WE CELEBRATE WEDDINGS  

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six 

months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 

 

LET ALL BE WELCOMED AS CHRIST! 

Come and pray with us!  
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

November 8, 2015  

Jesus sat down 

opposite the 

treasury and 

observed how 

the crowd put 

money into the 

treasury.  Many 

rich people put 

in large sums.  

A poor widow 

also came and 

put in two small 

coins worth a 

few cents.  

Calling his 

disciples to 

himself, he said 

to them, 

ñAmen, I say to 

you, this poor 

widow put in 

more than all 

the other 

contributors to 

the treasury.  

For they have 

all contributed 

from their 

surplus wealth, 

but she, from 

her poverty, 

has contributed 

all she had, her 

whole 

livelihood.ò 

Mark 12:41-44 
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We are here for you!  

Rev. Michael F. Holzmann 
Pastor 
 

Ms. Ellen Fox 
Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Connie Calabro 
Mrs. Mary Anne Mc Culloch 
Co-Coordinators of Parish Outreach 
 

Mrs. Judith Pickel 
Pastoral Associate 

 

631.265.2200 + Fax 631.265.2229 + pothc@optonline.net 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (closed 12:15-1:00 PM)  

Deacon Ralph Rivera 
Pastoral Minister 
 

Mrs. Elizabeth Shea 
Business Manager 
 

Mr. Brian Reich 
Director of Music Ministry 
 

Mr. Salvatore Finocchiaro 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries 

PASTORAL TEAM  

PASTORAL STAFF  

Mrs. Jane Wirth 
Parish Secretary 

Mr. Edward Guise 
Mr. Gerald Farrell 
Custodians 

Mrs. Mary Inghilterra 
Weekend Sacristan 

Mr. James Reiss 
Religious Education Secretary 
(hcreled@optonline.net) 

Dr. Vincent Mazurek 
Music Minister 

Mass Intentions Schedule 
 

Week of November 8th, 9 AM Mass 

Mon.   John Schultz 

Tue.   Betty Ruf (living) 

Wed.   Nicholas DeGennaro (living) 

Thu.   Frank P. Vaccaro 

 

Saturday, November 14th, 5PM Mass 

Thomas Hughes, Rocco Distefano, Steven Moody, 

Giovanna DiCaterino, Katherine Modell 

 

Sunday, Nov. 15th, 33rd Sun. in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM People of the Parish 

9:30 AM Kevin Nolan 

11:30 AM James Connor, Anthony DiGiovanna,  

    Katherine DiPirro, Mikki Wilbert,   

    Joseph Crupi III 

Celebrants for Next Weekendôs Masses 

  November 14th/15th  

 5:00 PM  Fr. Michael 

 8:00 AM Fr. Michael 

 9:30 AM Fr. Michael 

 11:30AM Fr. Michael 

Scripture Readings for November 15th  
  +  Daniel 12:1-3 

  +  Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 

  +  Mark 13:24-32 

New Life  
in Christ  
New Life  
in Christ  

   Banns of Marriage  

       First Time 

Nicole Calcaterra & James Chimento 

      Third Time  

Annamaria DeGuglielmi & Adam Gillan 

Remembering our Sick - 
Please pray for those who 
are sick in our parish:   

Joan Babino &  
Fran OõBrien 

The Parish Office is closed on 

Wednesday, November 11th, for 

Veterans Day.  There is a 9AM Mass. 
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Looking Ahead  
by Father Michael 

   Several weeks ago I was preparing for a Stewardship Committee meeting, and I 
reviewed the results from our parish survey.  One statement jumped out at me that I 
had not noticed before.  The question was ñI agree with the vision of the parish.ò  
About 20% said yes, about 20% said no, but 60% said they were not sure.  More than 
half of the parish is unclear about the vision of the parish.  In my mind, a number like 
that indicates not so much a shortcoming on the part of parishioners, but rather a lack 
of clarity in stating what is the vision of the parish.  Discussing this with several 
committees, it became evident that we need to work on articulating what the vision for 
Holy Cross is.  And once that vision is articulated, to come up with a specific plan on 
how it will be implemented and brought to life.   
 
   And so, a process has begun to seek input from parishioners in trying to be specific 
in understanding the direction of the parish.  There will be a number of open ñtown 
hallò style meetings over the coming months.  We are seeking input from all 
parishioners.  This weekend is the first of these meetings where we are looking for 
input from those who were founding parishioners.  Being reminded of the first vision 
of the parish helps to understand where we are today and how we move forward.  
There is great value in this kind of process.  I think many people have a few ideas and 
a sense of what they want Holy Cross to be.  But, until those ideas are structured and 
prioritized in some kind of way, it is difficult for them to become a reality.  I am looking 
forward to these discussions.  
 
  Next weekend, I will be speaking about the gift of treasure.  Please take note of the 
year-end financial report in this weekôs bulletin.  It was a strong year. I offer my thanks 
to the many parishioners who regularly support our mission.  If it were not for the 
generosity of so many we would be in a much more difficult position.  There will 
always remain an issue that seems universal in the life of the church.  The vast 
majority of income for a parish comes from a relatively small group.  For most 
parishes it is about 85% of the income comes from 15% of parishioners.  We ask 
everyone to prayerfully and honestly consider their gift to church.  Thank you for all 
you do.  
 
  Please keep our Youth Group in your prayers this weekend; they are experiencing 
their Fall Retreat.  We have 39 young people participating, which is an all-time high 
number.   

 

Save the date!  The Holy Cross Travel Club will meet on Thursday, 
November 19th, at 7:30PM in the Atrium to discuss our Alaska trip!   
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PARISH OUTREACH 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKET SIGN -UPS THIS WEEKEND  
 

Parishioners interested in participating in our 
Thanksgiving Basket program can sign up after all the 
Masses this weekend.  Please note that you must be 
able to bring in the Thanksgiving Basket on Monday, 
November 23rd between 7AM and 11:30AM when we 
have volunteers available to receive them.  In order to 
give everyone an equal opportunity, we will take 22 
names at each Mass and then start a waiting list. 

 
Each volunteer will be responsible for buying and packaging the food, and will be 
given the menu, shopping list and supermarket gift cards to cover the cost. 
 
The completed baskets will be brought to the Parish Center on Monday, November 
23rd between 7AM and 11:30AM.  
 
If you are unable to do a basket, but would still like to 
support this program, donations of money or supermarket 
gift cards will be greatly appreciated.  Envelopes marked 
ñThanksgivingò can be dropped in the collection 
basket or brought to the Outreach office.  
 
We are grateful for anything you can do to make this a real 
time for ñGiving Thanks.ò 

Attention Liturgical Ministers!  
Would you like to serve at  Christmas or New Yearôs Masses?  Please circle your choices. 

 

I am an:    Altar Server    Eucharistic Minister     Usher    Lector 

 

I would like to serve at Mass:  Christmas Eve 4PM   6PM   10PM 
 

              Christmas Day 8AM    10AM   12Noon 

 

I would like to serve at Mass:  New Yearôs Eve 5PM    New Yearôs Day 10AM 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Name:____________________________ 
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CHRISTMAS ANGELS COMING SOON!  
 

Next weekend, November 14th and 15th, will be the first weekend of our Parish 
Outreach Christmas Project. 
 
We are once again requesting gift cards  to local stores (i.e., Kohlôs, Target, Wal-
Mart) to enable our families to purchase for themselves and their children the items 
they need. 
 
As you may know, we have also helped the following agencies for the last several 
years and will continue to do so this Christmas: 
  
 Olsenôs Rest Home is a neighborhood facility for frail elderly on Gibbs Pond Rd. 
Residents of the home have always been considered members of our parish 
community. Holy Cross ministers to our friends at Olsenôs in a variety of ways during 
the year. 
 
 Mercy Haven  is a provider of housing and other services for persons who are 
elderly, those living with mental illness, those families who are on limited income and 
those with special needs. 
 
 Pronto  is a human service agency located in Brentwood helping people in need 
with food, clothing and other basic necessities. They assist approximately 500 
families for the holidays each year. 

 
Talbot House  Chemical Dependency Crisis Center is a 24-hour voluntary 

chemical dependence crisis center licensed by the New York State Office of 
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services to provide short-term medically monitored 
inpatient withdrawal services to adult men and women who are in crisis. This facility 
provides nourishing meals, counseling, limited transportation, support groups, and 
referrals. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEE NEXT WEEKôS BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS ON WAYS TO  
PARTICIPATE IN THE CHRISTMAS OUTREACH PROGRAM. 

PARISH OUTREACH 
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Basket Raffles  
 

Once again, the Fund Raising Committee is 

sponsoring our annual BASKET RAFFLE.  

Ticket prices are 1 ticket for $2, 3 for $5, 

and 7 for $10.  Tickets will be sold on 

November 7/8; November 14/15 and 

November 21/22. 

 

On November 22nd the winners will be 

drawn after the 11:30 Mass.  Wine and 

cheese will be served.  

Please try to support this 

wonderful fund raising 

event.  Thanks to you the 

BASKET RAFFLE has 

been a great success for 

our parish! 

Special Collec tions  
 

This weekend, November 7th/8th, at the 
Offertory we will also be collecting for our 
Roof and Other Major Renovations.  
 
The Catholic Ministries Appeal collection 
is postponed until November 14th/15th. 
More than 600,000 people are served by 
the CMA each year.  100% collected goes 
to support these services.  Thank you for 
your generous support! 

PARISH NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Remember òKevin Baconó 
 

Donôt forget to feed ñKevin Baconò 
your quarters when you come to 
Mass on Sundays! Your donation 
benefits Heifer International. 

St. Joseph Renewal Center 

1725 Brentwood Road, Brentwood, NY 11717 

 

Men & Womenôs Retreat:  ñI Believeò  

(based on the Creed) 

November 13-15, 2015 

 

The cost is $190. which includes all meals and 

accommodations for the weekend.  If  interested, 

please call 631-273-1187 ext.123. 

The Maude Adams House at The Cenacle  
310 Cenacle Road, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

 
World Village Fair Trade  

Sunday, November 8, 2015 
3:30 - 4:30 PM 

 
Presenter:  Pattye Pece.  Refreshments served. 
Please call 631-588-8366 x116 to reserve a 
spot!  Come prepared to do some Christmas 
shopping to help the world!   

Branch Funeral Home  
190 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787 

presents 
ñCoping with the Holidays  

After the Loss of a Loved Oneò  
 

November 21, 2015 - 10:30 AM to 12 Noon 
 

Facilitated by Patricia Jones, Bereavement 
Specialist.  Please call 631-724-9500 for a 
reservation. 

Branch Funeral Home 

is offering a free 

Holiday Visit to Calverton National Cemetery 

Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

 

Bus pick-up time 8:15AM at Branch Funeral Home. 

Arrive at Calverton at 9:30AM, depart from Calver-

ton at 1:30PM.  To reserve a seat, call Branch Fu-

neral at 631-724-9500 by Nov. 25th. Grave wreaths 

available to order.  Refreshments/pizza served. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

 

 

Here is a picture 

from our Youth  Day 

Event last Sunday. We 

put our Faith Into 

Action!. . .   

We volunteered at the 

Soup Kitchen of St. 

James RC Church. 
 

 

If you love to have fun and desire to continue to grow in the love of Christ, come on down and 

check out the Youth Program and all of our amazing events.  
 

¶ Sunday, November  15 : Youth Night, 6 - 8PM! 

¶ Sunday, November 22 : 5PM Youth  Mass followed by our Youth Thanksgiving Feast, 6 -8PM! 

All are welcome to join us for Mass! Teens and alumni are welcome to join us for dinner! : -) 

Thank you all for your continued support, dedication and love for the Youth Program.   If you 

are thinking about coming to the church to see what we are all about. . .do it! You will not 

regret it. Come with a friend or family member, and join us as we continue to grow in the 

endless love of Christ.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are thinking about joining us, please do not 

hesitate to contact Sal Finocchiaro, Coordinator of Youth Ministries,  

at HCyouthgroup@hotmail.com , or call the parish office.       

Hearing Devices  
 

For parishioners who have difficulty hearing, 
Holy Cross has individual devices which can 
amplify sound.  They are simple to use and 
work for those who wear hearing aids and those 
who do not.  If you are interested in using one 
of these devices, please see the Sacristan or 
an Usher prior to Mass.  

Gluten Free Hosts  
 

For parishioners who have Celiac Disease 
or a gluten sensitivity, Holy Cross has 
gluten free hosts.  If you would like to 
receive a gluten free host during 
Communion, please inform the Sacristan 
prior to Mass. 

 

mailto:HCyouthgroup@hotmail.com
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REVENUE 2014-2015 2013-2014 Budget 2015-2016 

  

Sundays & Holy Days: 575,048 556,385 560,000 

Christmas & Christmas Flowers: 41,832 39,006 40,000 

Easter & Easter Flowers: 39,006 35,872 40,000 

Donations Parish Programs: 167,496 140,294 157,400 

Fund Raising: 53,084 45,765 40,600 

Collections for Others: 26,827 30,197 

Auxiliary Revenue: 77,314 69,833 65,700 

Interest: 3,142 17,340 8,880 

R.O.M.R. Collection: 41,495 45,085 36,000 

CMA Rebate 0 16,240 

TOTAL REVENUE: 1,025,243 996,017 948,580 

EXPENDITURES: 

Clergy & Lay Salaries: 341,782 336,920 332,400 

Clergy & Lay Benefits: 80,451 81,681 82,200 

FICA Taxes: 23,055 22,660 22,800 

Fund Raising Expense: 29,181 26,010 24,650 

Parish Programs: 85,396 78,968 88,400 

School Subsidy: 87,793 101,682 84,000 

Printing & Office: 37,659 35,259 37,350 

Diocesan Assessment: 60,863 68,086 60,000 

Interest on Loans/Mortgage: 17,804 20,287 15,600 

Liturgical: 34,177 31,104 31,850 

Collections for Others: 24,930 30,197 

Buildings' Utilities: 38,738 50,006 44,360 

Buildings' Maintenance: 47,630 47,674 31,425 

Rectory Household: 13,280 6,262 10,860 

Garden / Repairs & Renovations 0 9,049 30,000 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 922,739 945,845 895,895 

OPERATING SURPLUS 102,504 50,172 52,685 

Parish of the Holy Cross 
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Children in Religious Education 

1,265 

 

Catechists in Religious Education 

189 

 

Teens in Youth Group 

50 

 

People Served by Parish Outreach 

1,423 

People / Households 

Served for: 

       

School Suppliesñ 85 children 

 Thanksgiving ð 92 families 

 Christmas ð 98 families 

526  people 

 

Parish Ministriesñ 35 

 

Ministers of Hospitalityñ 31 

Parish Families Registered 

3,573 
 

Masses Celebratedñ 465 

 

Baptismsñ 124 

 

First Communionsñ122 

 

Confirmationsñ 0 

 

Marriagesñ12  

 

Funeralsñ 35 

 

Visits to Homebound ð411 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion ð 67 

 

Lectorsñ 28 
 

Altar Serversñ41 

(This was the year that Confirmation  

was moved from 8th grade to 9th grade.) 
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CASH CALENDAR 
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Saturday, November 7th          9:00 AM  

¶ MENôS FELLOWSHIP       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ HOLY HOUR FOR PEACE  3:45-4:45PM Worship Area 

¶ THANKSGIVING BASKET SIGN -UP 5PM Atrium  

¶ RAFFLE BASKET TICKET SALE    Atrium  
 

Sunday, November 8th         After All Masses  

¶ THANKSGIVING BASKET SIGN -UP  Atrium  

¶ RAFFLE BASKET TICKET SALE    Atrium  

¶ PARISH VISIONING MTG.  10:40 -11:20AM  Chapel 

¶ BAPTISMS        1PM Worship Area 
 

Monday, November 9th      5:00-6:00 PM  

¶ 1-2-1 CLASS             All Areas 

¶ LEVEL 2 PARENT MEETING   7PM Worship Area 

¶ LITURGY COMMITTEE MEETING   Fr. Joe Room  
 

Tuesday, November 10th      4:30 - 5:30 PM  

¶ ALTAR SERVER TRAINING      Worship Area 

¶ LEVEL 2 CATECHIST MEETING  7PM Atrium   

¶ FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  7:15PM Fr. Joe Room 
 

Wednesday, November 11th     9:00 AM 

¶ MASS            Worship Area 

(The Parish Office is closed for Veterans Day) 
 

Thursday, November 12th     10:00 AM  

¶ SCRIPTURE STUDY       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ MOMSô GROUP      10:30AM Sacristy 

¶ LEVEL 2 CATECHIST MTG.   1:30PM Atrium  

¶ VIRTUS         6PM Atrium    
 

Saturday, November 14th          9:30 AM  

¶ WOMENôS PRAYER       Fr. Joe Room 

¶ RAFFLE BASKET TICKET SALE  5PM Atrium  
 

Sunday, November 15th        After All Masses  

¶ RAFFLE BASKET TICKET SALE    Atrium  

MEETINGS THIS WEEK RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

www.cffor.org 

 

                                        Religious Expression 

                                        Under Assault 

                                        In the Military  
 

 

Marine Lance Cpl. Monifa Sterling taped a paper 

copy of the BƛōƭŜ ǾŜǊǎŜΣ άbƻ weapon formed 

aƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊΣέ όLǎŀƛŀƘ 57:14) onto 

her desktop computer in 2013.   

 

Her staff sergeant ordered her to remove the  

verse.  Sterling noted that other service members 

had personal items in their workspaces but was 

ǘƻƭŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜέ όƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜύ ōȅ ƘŜǊ 

supervisor.  Sterling said she believed it was her  

First Amendment right to post a Bible verse and  

declined to take it down. 

 

Soon after, Lance Cpl. Sterling was court-martialed, 

convicted, given a bad conduct discharge and  

reduced in rank.  Liberty Institute is appealing her  

case to the highest military court in America, asking  

for a ruling that the lower court should have applied  

ǘƘŜ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘέ όwCw!ύ ǘƻ 

{ǘŜǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ to post a Bible 

verse as a form of religious exercise. 

 

άhǳǊ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ when serving, 

but religious freedom is nŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

Michael Berry, Liberty Institute Counsel. 

 

άhƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 5ŀȅΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǇŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

   service member who has ever worn one of our 

               nŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊ  

                              freedoms have 

                         come under assault,  

            they have responded with resolve.έ 

                     President Barack Obama,  

              Veterans Day Proclamation, 2013 
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Faith and Light Meeting  
Friday, November 13

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

at St Thomas More Church Hall 
115 Kings Highway, Hauppauge, NY   

 
For more information call Marcia and Jack Gaudet at 

631-439-9724.  Faith and Light is an international faith-

sharing organization for people with developmental 

disabilities. 
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